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Proposed Park Improvements

8.1.       Install “Welcome to Marcus Hook” sign
8.2. Install “Welcome to Pennsylvania” sign
8.3. Install Unit Paver Plaza
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View of Gateway Area
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Map 11
Existing & Potential 
Parks & Recreational Facilities
Marcus Hook Borough
Delaware County, PA

Scale: 1” = 800’
(when printed at 11” x 17”)
Source: Google Earth Pro 2021

TCA: 7-6-2023
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LEGEND
Existing:
1. Market Square Memorial Park
2. Mickey Vernon Park
3. Williamson Field
4. Robert E. Haebel Plaza
5. Market Street Green
6. Centennial Park
Potential Parks:
7. Borough Hall Lot
8. Gateway Park
9. (Potential) Buffer
10. (Potential) Buffer
11. (Potential) 4th & Maiden Lane Park



Map 12
4th & Maiden Lane Park - Concept Plan
Marcus Hook Borough
Delaware County, PA

Scale: 1” = 50’
(when printed at 11” x 17”)
Source: Google Earth Pro 2021

TCA: 7-6-2023
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Potential Park Improvements

12.1. Large Dog Park
12.2. Small Dog Park
12.3. Skateboard Park
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Recreational Fee-In-Lieu Program
W

henever a Land D
evelopm

ent/Building Plan or Subdivision Plan is subm
itted in the future, M

arcus H
ook 

Borough w
ould have the authority to either:

+ require a set aside of land for park and recreational facilities; or

+ require that an A
pplicant pay a “Fee-in-Lieu” for not providing on-site park and 

recreational facilities, by contributing funds for Borough-w
ide park and recreation enhancem

ents 
and im

provem
ents.

The authority for Recreation Fee-in-Lieu Program
 com

es from
 the Pennsylvania M

unicipalities Planning 
Code, Act 247, A

s A
m

ended.  In Section 503.(11) the provisions for such a program
 are as set forth in the 

excerpts of Section 503.(11). below
.

Section 503. Contents of Subdivision and Land D
evelopm

ent O
rdinance. The subdivision and land devel-

opm
ent ordinance m

ay include, but need not be lim
ited to:

(11) Provisions requiring the public dedication of land suitable for the use intended; and, upon agree-
m

ent w
ith the applicant or developer, the construction of recreational facilities, the paym

ent of fees in 
lieu thereof, the private reservation of the land, or a com

bination, for park or recreation purposes as a 
condition precedent to final plan approval, provided that:

(i) The provisions of this paragraph shall not apply to any plan application, w
hether prelim

inary or 
      final,pending at the tim

e of enactm
ent of such provisions.

(ii) The ordinance includes definite standards for determ
ining the proportion of a developm

ent to be
      dedicated and the am

ount of any fee to be paid in lieu thereof.
(iii) The land or fees, or com

bination thereof, are to be used only for the purpose of providing, 
       acquiring, operating or m

aintaining park or recreational facilities reasonably accessible to the 
      developm

ent.
(iv) The governing body has a form

ally adopted recreation plan, and the park and recreational 
       facilities are in accordance w

ith definite principles and standards contained in the subdivision 
       and land developm

ent ordinance.
(v) The am

ount and location of land to be dedicated or the fees to be paid shall bear a reasonable 
      relationship to the use of the park and recreational facilities.
(vi) A

 fee authorized under this subsection shall, upon its receipt by a m
unicipality, be deposited in 

      an interest-bearing account, clearly identified as reserved for providing, acquiring, operating or 
      m

aintaining park or recreational facilities. Interest earned on such accounts shall becom
e funds of 

      that account.
(vii) U

pon request of any person w
ho paid any fee under this subsection, the m

unicipality shall re
      fund such fee, plus interest accum

ulated thereon from
 the date of paym

ent, if the m
unicipality 

      had used the fee paid for a purpose other than the purposes set forth in this section.
(viii) N

o m
unicipality shall have the pow

er to require the construction of recreational facilities or the
                dedication of land, or fees in lieu thereof, or private reservation except as m

ay be provided by 
                statute.
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Recreational Fee-In-Lieu Program
 (continued) 

The total cost estim
ate for the proposed Park Enhancem

ents of $6,016,670 should be spread over all exist-
ing housing units and proposed housing units through 2040 (for calculation purposes under the Recreation 
Fee-in-Lieu program

). 

The total cost estim
ate for proposed Park Enhancem

ents should also be spread over all non-residential 
building square footage and proposed non-residential building square footage through 2040 and non-res-
idential natural gas liquids storage and processing facilities (for calculation purposes under the Recreation 
Fee-in-Lieu program

).

The population of M
arcus H

ook Borough in 2020, according to the U
.S. Bureau of the Census w

as 2,451 
persons. The num

ber of housing units of M
arcus H

ook Borough in 2020, according to the U
.S. Bureau of the 

Census w
as 1,073 units.

According to the D
VRPC – D

elaw
are Valley Regional Planning Com

m
ission, the population forecast for M

ar-
cus H

ook Borough in 2030 is for 2,451 persons, and 2040 is for 2,479 persons. Since the average num
ber of 

persons per housing units w
as 2.28 in 2020, it is likely that the total num

ber of housing units in M
arcus H

ook 
Borough in 2030 and 2040 w

ould be 1,075 and 1,087 respectively.

If w
e assum

e a land use acreage of 10%
 for residential and 90%

 for non-residential, the total projected costs 
of $6,016,670 w

ould be $601,667  for residential, and $5,315,003 for non-residential by 2040. The per resi-
dential unit cost w

ould then be $553 for the 1,087 dw
ellings by 2040. 

H
ow

ever, the Borough is hoping to receive grant funds to help defray som
e of the costs for proposed park 

enhancem
ents. Therefore, a m

odest recom
m

endation for the recreation fee in lieu program
 is for $553 per 

new
 dw

elling unit, and $25.00 per $1,000 of w
ork perform

ed per new
 non-residential buildings, and $25.00 

per $1,000 of w
ork perform

ed per non-residential petro-chem
ical facilities including but not lim

ited to natu-
ral gas liquids processing, storage, and distribution units and facilities.

In order to create the Recreation Fee-in-Lieu Program
, the Borough w

ill need to:

 
+ Adopt this Plan, by Resolution, as the “A

pproved Recreation Plan” of the Borough;

 
+ Adopt a Fee Schedule for 2024 for each new

 residential unit at $553 each, and $25.00 per $1,000  
of w

ork perform
ed for non-residential buildings, and $25.00 per $1,000 of w

ork perforrm
ed for 

non-residential petro-chem
ical facilities including but not lim

ited to natural gas liquids processing, 
storage, and distribution units and facilities.; and

 
+ Adopt an A

m
endm

ent to the Subdivision &
 Land D

evelopm
ent O

rdinance to provide regulations 
                 and standards for Recreational Facilities and Land.
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